Power Politics as a product of the "Twenty Years' Crisis"
Schwarzenberger's "Power Politics" is a typical product of the "Twenty Years' Crisis".
2 Young German lawyers like Hans J. Morgenthau (1904 -1980 ), John Herz (born 1908 ), Gerhart Niemeyer (1907 -1997 ) or Wolfgang Friedmann (1907 -1972 were deeply disappointed by the international political development. The experience of the rise and failure of international law and of international institutions, mainly the League of Nations, shaped their view of life.
3
After the First World War with its dreadful battle elds and countless victims, both soldiers and civilians, the vision of Woodrow Wilson and his Fourteen Points should have led to a peaceful and better future. An overwhelming optimism in politics and science proclaimed the beginning of a modern and better international law. New international institutions like the League of Nations, the International Labour Organisation, the Permanent Court of International Justice and the Academy of The Hague seemed to point in a peaceful future of the international community. In continental Europe Hans Kelsen and Georges Scelle presented their modern concepts of international law which should take over the place of the old sovereignty-oriented views of Heinrich Triepel or Georg Jellinek. On the other side of the Channel Hersch Lauterpacht, who characterized himself as a "progressive", was also devoted to an approach which could be described by the idea "primacy of law over politics". 4 The young generation of German academics were socialized after 1914. They grew up with the encouraging development of international law, but this picture was slightly
